
 

A FESTIVAL OF  
NINE LESSONS AND CAROLS 

 

ST LAWRENCE CHURCH, LECHLADE 
Sunday 19th December 2021 5.00pm 

The Choir of St Lawrence 
Director of Music: Rachel Bath 
Organist: Anne Margaret Crow 

 

The Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols was first held on Christmas Eve 1918 in 
the Chapel of Kings College, Cambridge.  It was devised by Eric Milner-White, who 
at the age of thirty-four, had just been appointed Dean of King’s after experience 
as an army chaplain had convinced him that the Church of England needed more 
imaginative worship.  He also devised their Advent Carol Service in 1934, and was 
a liturgical pioneer and authority during his twenty-two years as Dean of York. 

A revision of the Order of Service was made in 1919, involving rearrangement of 
the lessons, and from that date, the service has always begun with the hymn ‘Once 
in Royal David’s City”.  

Although the music varies each year, the backbone of the service, the lessons and 
prayers has remained virtually unchanged.  The original service was, in fact, 
adapted from an Order drawn up by E.W Benson, later Archbishop of Canterbury, 
for use in the wooden shed, which then served as his Cathedral in Truro, at 10pm 
on Christmas Eve in 1880. 

The service was first broadcast by the BBC in 1928 and, with the exception of 1930, 
it has been broadcast annually, even during the Second World War.  It is estimated 
there are millions of listeners worldwide. 

Wherever the service is heard, the pattern and strength of the service, as Dean 
Milner-White pointed out, is derived from the lessons.  ‘The main theme is the 
development of the loving purposes of God…’ seen ‘through the windows and 
words of the Bible’. 

 
 

Due to current Covid restrictions, masks are required to be worn 
whilst in church, although congregational singing is permitted 

  



The congregation is invited to listen to the organ music before the service 
Chorale prelude on “Wie schön leuchtet der Morgenstern”  BuxWV  223      D Buxtehude 
 
 

WELCOME 
 
 

1.Solo: Once in royal David’s city 
Stood a lowly cattle shed, 
Where a mother laid her baby 
In a manger for his bed: 
Mary was that mother mild, 
Jesus Christ her little child. 
 

2.Choir: He came down to earth from heaven, 
Who is God and Lord of all, 
And his shelter was a stable, 
And his cradle was a stall; 
With the poor and mean and lowly,  
Lived on earth our Saviour holy. 

3.All: And through all his wondrous childhood  
He would honour and obey, 
Love and watch the lowly maiden,  
In whose gentle arms he lay; 
Christian children all must be  
Mild, obedient, good as he. 

 

4.All: And our eyes at last shall see him, 
Through his own redeeming love, 
For that child so dear and gentle  
Is our Lord in heaven above; 
And he leads his children on  
To the place where he is gone. 

 

5.All: Not in that poor lowly stable, 
With the oxen standing by, 
We shall see him; but in heaven, 
Set at God’s right hand on high; 
When like stars his children crowned  
All in white shall wait around. 

Words, C. F. ALEXANDER,  
Melody, H. J. GAUNTLETT  

Harmonised, H. J. GAUNTLETT and A. H. MANN 
 

BIDDING PRAYER 
 

All 
Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, in earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive them that trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 
The congregation sits 
 
CHOIR 

Ding Dong! merrily on high 
In heav’n the bells are ringing!  
Ding dong! verily the sky 
Is riv’n with angel singing! 
 Gloria! 
 Hosanna in excelsis! 
 

E’en so here below, below,  
Let steeple bells be swungen,  
And I-o, i-o, i-o! 
By priest and people sungen! 
 Gloria!... 
 

Pray you, dutifully prime  
Your matin chime, ye ringers!  
May you beautifully rime  
Your evetime song, ye singers! 
 Gloria!... 
 

 
 

Words, GEORGE WOODWARD 
Music, XVI CENTURY FRENCH 
Harmonized, CHARLES WOOD 

 

  



FIRST LESSON: Genesis 3, vv 8-15, 17-19 
God announces in the Garden of Eden that the seed of woman will bruise the serpent’s head. 
 
CHOIR – Jesus Christ the Apple Tree 

The tree of life my soul hath seen,  
Laden with fruit and always green:  
The trees of Nature fruitless be 
Compared with Christ, the apple tree. 

 

His beauty doth all things excel:  
By faith I know, but ne’er can tell  
The glory which I now can see 
In Jesus Christ, the apple tree. 

 

For happiness I long have sought,  
And pleasure dearly I have bought;  
I missed of all, but now I see, 
’Tis found in Christ, the apple tree. 

 

I’m weary with my former toil,  
Here I will sit and rest awhile:  
Under the shadow I will be 
Of Jesus Christ, the apple tree. 

 

This fruit doth make my soul to thrive,  
It keeps my dying faith alive; 
Which makes my soul in haste to be  
With Jesus Christ, the apple tree. 

Words, ANON 
Music, ELIZABETH POSTON 
 Cambridge University Press 

 

SECOND LESSON: Genesis 22, vv 15-18 
God promises to faithful Abraham that in his seed shall all nations of the earth be blessed. 
 
 
CHOIR  

The holly and the ivy, 
When they are both full grown 
Of all the trees that are in the wood 
The holly bears the crown 

The rising of the sun 
And the running of the deer 
The playing of the merry organ 
Sweet singing of the choir 

 

The holly bears a blossom 
As white as any flower 
And Mary bore sweet Jesus Christ 
To be our sweet Saviour 

The rising of the sun… 
 

The holly bears a berry 
As red as any blood 
And Mary bore sweet Jesus Christ 
To do poor sinners good 

The rising of the sun… 
 

The holly bears a bark 
As bitter as any gall; 
And Mary bore sweet Jesus Christ 
For to redeem us all. 

The rising of the sun… 

 
The holly bears a prickle 
As sharp as any thorn; 
And Mary bore sweet Jesus Christ 
On Christmas Day in the morn. 

The rising of the sun… 
Words and music, TRAD 

 
 
THIRD LESSON: Isaiah 9, vv 2,6,7 
Christ’s birth and kingdom are foretold by Isaiah. 
 
 
  



 
 
CAROL (sung by all, standing) 

1. It came upon the midnight clear,  
That glorious song of old, 
From angels bending near the earth 
To touch their harps of gold:  
‘Peace on the earth, good-will to men, 
From heaven’s all-gracious King!’  
The world in solemn stillness lay 
To hear the angels sing. 
 

2. Still through the cloven skies they come,  
With peaceful wings unfurled; 
And still their heavenly music floats  
O’er all the weary world; 
Above its sad and lowly plains  
They bend on hovering wing; 
And ever o’er its Babel sounds  
The blessèd angels sing. 
 

3. Yet with the woes of sin and strife  
The world has suffered long; 
Beneath the angel-strain have rolled  
Two thousand years of wrong; 
And man, at war with man, hears not  
The love-song which they bring: 
O hush the noise, ye men of strife, 
And hear the angels sing! 
 

4. For lo! the days are hastening on,  
By prophet bards foretold, 
When, with the ever-circling years,  
Comes round the age of gold;  
When peace shall over all the earth 
Its ancient splendours fling, 
And the whole world give back the song 
Which now the angels sing. 

Words, EDMUND SEARS 
Melody, TRAD  

arranged, ARTHUR SULLIVAN 
Oxford University Press 

 
 
 
FOURTH LESSON: Isaiah 11, vv 1-3a, 4a, 6-9 
The peace that Christ will bring is foreshown. 
 
 
 

CHOIR 
Little Lamb who made thee? 
Dost thou know who made thee? 
Gave thee life and bid thee feed 
By the stream and o’er the mead; 
Gave thee clothing of delight, 
Softest clothing wooly bright; 
Gave thee such a tender voice, 
Making all the vales rejoice: 
Little Lamb who made thee? 
Dost thou know who made thee? 
 

Little Lamb I’ll tell thee, 
Little Lamb I’ll tell thee: 
He is called by thy name, 
For he calls himself a Lamb: 
He is meek and he is mild, 
He became a little child: 
I a child and thou a lamb, 
We are called by his name: 
Little Lamb God bless thee. 
Little Lamb God bless thee 

Words, W. BLAKE 
Music, J TAVENER  

 
 
 
FIFTH LESSON: Luke 1, vv 26-35, 38 
The angel Gabriel salutes the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
 
 

  



CAROL (sung by all, standing) 
1. The Angel Gabriel from heaven came, 

his wings as drifted snow, his eyes as flame; 
‘All hail,’ said he, ‘thou lowly maiden Mary, 
most highly favoured lady.’ Gloria! 
  

2. ‘For known a blessèd mother thou shalt be, 
all generations laud and honour thee, 
thy son shall be Emmanuel, by seers foretold; 
most highly favoured lady.’ Gloria!  

 

3.Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head, 
‘To me be as it pleaseth God,’ she said, 
‘My soul shall laud and magnify his holy name’: 
most highly favoured lady. Gloria!  
 

4.Of her, Emmanuel, the Christ, was born 
in Bethlehem, all on a Christmas morn, 
and Christian folk throughout the world will ever 
say 
‘Most highly favoured lady.’ Gloria!. 

Words, BASQUE TRAD  
Arr, E PETTMAN  
Canterbury Pres 

 

 
SIXTH LESSON: Luke 2, vv 1, 3-7 
St Luke tells of the birth of Jesus. 
 

 
CHOIR – Nativity Carol 

Born in a stable so bare 
Born so long ago 
Born 'neath light of star 
He who loved us so 

Far away, silent he lay 
Born today, your homage pay 
For Christ is born for aye 
Born on Christmas Day 

 

Cradled by mother so fair 
Tender her lullaby 
Over her son so dear 
Angel hosts fill the sky 

Far away… 
 
 

Wise men from distant far land 
Shepherds from starry hills 
Worship this babe so rare 
Hearts with his warmth he fills 

Far away… 
 

Love in that stable was born 
Into our hearts to flow 
Innocent dreaming babe 
Make me thy love to know 

Far away… 
 

Words and Music, J RUTTER  
Oxford University Press 

 

CHOIR 
Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, 
The little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet 
head; 
The stars in the bright sky looked down 
where he lay, 
The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 
 

The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, 
But little Lord Jesus no crying he makes. 
I love thee Lord Jesus! Look down from 
the sky,  
And stay by my side until morning is 
nigh. 

Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask thee to stay  
Close by me for ever, and love me, I pray.  
Bless all the dear children in thy tender care,  
And fit us for heaven, to live with thee there. 

Words, 19TH CENTURY  
Music, W. J. KIRKPATRICK  

Arr., D. V. WILLCOCKS 
Oxford University Press 

 
 
SEVENTH LESSON: Luke 2, vv 8-16 
The shepherds go to the manger. 
 



CHOIR 
In the bleak mid-winter  
Frosty wind made moan,  
Earth stood hard as iron, 
Water like a stone; 
Snow had fallen, snow on snow,  
Snow on snow, 
In the bleak mid-winter, 
Long ago. 

 

Our God, heaven cannot hold him,  
Nor earth sustain; 
Heaven and earth shall flee away  
When he comes to reign: 
In the bleak mid-winter  
A stable-place sufficed  
The Lord God Almighty  
Jesus Christ. 

Enough for him, whom Cherubim  
Worship night and day, 
A breastful of milk 
And a mangerful of hay; 
Enough for him, whom angels  
Fall down before, 
The ox and ass and camel  
Which adore. 

 

What can I give him,  
Poor as I am? 
If I were a shepherd 
I would bring a lamb; 
If I were a wise man 
I would do my part; 
Yet what I can I give him,  
Give my heart. 

 

Words, CHRISTINA ROSSETTI 
Music, HAROLD DARKE 

EIGHTH LESSON: Matthew 2, vv 1-11 
The wise men are led by the star to Jesus. 
 
 
CHOIR 

Personent hodie 
voces puerulae, 
laudantes iucunde 
qui nobis est natus, 
summo Deo datus, 
et de virgineo ventre procreatus. 
 

In mundo nascitur, 
pannis involvitur 
praesepi ponitur 
stabulo brutorum, 
rector supernorum. 
perdidit spolia princeps infernorum. 
 
 

Magi tres venerunt, 
parvulum inquirunt, 
Bethlehem adeunt, 
stellulam sequendo, 
ipsum adorando, 
aurum, thus, et myrrham ei 
offerendo. 
 

Omnes clericuli, 
pariter pueri, 
cantent ut angeli: 
advenisti mundo, 
laudes tibi fundo. 
ideo gloria in excelsis Deo. 

 

Sing aloud on this day! 
Children all raise the lay, 
Cheerfully we and they 
Hasten to adore thee, 
Sent from highest glory 
For us born on this morn of the Virgin Mary. 
 

Now a child he is born, 
Swathing bands him adorn, 
Manger bed he’ll not scorn, 
Ox and ass are near him; 
We as Lord revere him, 
And the vain powers of hell spoiled of prey 
now fear him. 
 

From the far Orient 
Guiding star wise men sent; 
Him to seek their intent, 
Lord of all creation; 
Kneel in adoration; 
Gifts of gold, frankincense, myrrh for their 
Oblation. 
 

All must join him to praise; 
Men and boys voices raise  
On this day of all days; 
Angel voices ringing; 
Christmas tidings bringing. 
Join we all ‘Gloria in excelsis Deo’. 

 
Words, PIAE CANTIONES. Music, TRAD . Arr., G HOLST 

Oxford University Press 



All stand 
 
NINTH LESSON: John 1, vv 1-14 
St John unfolds the great mystery of the Incarnation. 
 
 
CAROL (Sung by all, standing)   

In verses 1 and 2, the first two lines of the refrain are sung by upper voices only  

1. O come, all ye faithful, 
Joyful and triumphant, 
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 
Come and behold him,  
Born the King of Angels. 

O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 

 

2. God of God, 
Light of Light, 
Lo! he abhors not the Virgin’s womb;  
Very God, 
Begotten, not created. 

O come, let us adore him…. 
 

 

3. Sing, choirs of angels, 
Sing in exultation, 
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above; 
‘Glory to God In the highest.’ 

O come, let us adore him… 
ADESTE FIDELES 

translated, FREDERICK OAKLEY 
Melody, JOHN FRANCIS WADE 

arranged, DAVID WILLCOCKS 

Oxford University Press 
 
COLLECT FOR CHRISTMAS EVE 
 
 
BLESSING 
 
 
CHOIR 

Hark! the herald-angels sing  
Glory to the new-born King;  
Peace on earth and mercy mild, 
God and sinners reconciled:  
Joyful all ye nations rise, 
Join the triumph of the skies,  
With the angelic host proclaim,  
Christ is born in Bethlehem. 
 Hark! the herald-angels sing  
 Glory to the new-born King. 
 

Christ, by highest heaven adored,  
Christ, the everlasting Lord, 
Late in time behold him come  
Offspring of a Virgin’s womb:  
 

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see,  
Hail the incarnate Deity! 
Pleased as man with man to dwell,  
Jesus, our Emmanuel. 
 Hark! the herald-angels sing…  
 

Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace!  
Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all he brings, 
Risen with healing in his wings; 
Mild he lays his glory by, 
Born that man no more may die,  
Born to raise the sons of earth,  
Born to give them second birth. 
 Hark! the herald-angels sing…  

 
Words, CHARLES WESLEY AND OTHERS 

Music, FELIX MENDELSSOHN-BARTHOLDY 

Oxford University Press 
  



 
Organ Voluntary  
Choral prelude on "In dulci jubilo" BWV 729 JS Bach 

Please remain seated during the organ voluntary, as a short presentation to our organists will 
follow immediately afterwards. 

 
 
 

There will be a retiring collection.  Gift aid envelopes are available.  If you prefer to 
donate contactlessly please use the unit by the font or this code from your phone.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Song words printed under CCLI 256011 

CHRISTMAS AT ST LAWRENCE, LECHLADE 
Our Christmas Services still to come are: 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE, 24TH DECEMBER 
4.00pm Crib Service with Nativity play 

11.30pm First Communion of Christmas 
 

CHRISTMAS DAY, 25TH DECEMBER 
8.00am Short Spoken Holy Communion 
10.00am Christmas Family Communion 

 
For more information about services at St Lawrence, or anything else about the life 

of the church family and community, please see our website  

www.stlawrencelechlade.org.uk 

or contact the office     e:info@stlawrencelechlade.org.uk     t:01367 358 653 

ST LAWRENCE CHURCH CHOIR 

The Choir Director, Rachel Bath, is always pleased 
to receive enquiries from potential members of the Choir. 

We welcome children from the age of seven, and adults (alto, tenor and bass). 
Due to the large volume of music we cover, it is preferred that adult members 

possess basic sight-reading skills. 

www.stlawrencechoir.org.uk 


